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Single, RACHAEL OAKES-ASH wondered
what it's like for a parent to go to town with
an infant. How pram-friendly is Sydney?

UGGEST o '.|"||:- tex the ity
Lo the maodher of any child
under three and watch them
Tan away screandng.

“Take my child imo the city?
I'd rather hang naked from the
AMP tower,” said my friend.
Fiona, a mother of two.

Thas, from a worman whio thinks
mothing of mking on the managing
director at the weekly sales neet-
ing o enteriaining for cight on
Saturduy night with five minutes’
motice {she swenrs by Cuisine
Couarper).
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"Come on.” T said *if can't be
that bad, we'll just pop inte D=
and check out the sale before nip-
pang into the food hall for a quick
laite.

‘Go without me,
please take oy baboy.”

2pm: Picked up bomrowed baby
From _g'ir.*l'ﬁ::nd'w homsz in Bondi,
packed stroller with baby wipes,
nappies, botles, comiorier, candi-
gan and small hip flask for enver-
gencies (made mental note 0
return-buby 1o sme address later
that day

and here,
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Z05pm: Waited with baby and
sgroller for bus. Acted noochalant,
as if parenthood is an everyday
CCCRIMTETNOE

215pm: Missed first bus as
camnod ged stroller up stairs

2.30pm: Missed second bus as
still cannol get suoller up stalss.
Wonder how Paralympions were
going to get to Stadium Auvstralia.
Vodce inside me tobd me there were
wheelch wccessible bus routes
in Sydney but this was Bt one of
them. Told wosce 1o shat up. Vodce
pointed out all ferries wene pram-
friendly with ramps to get on.
Ignored voice.

2A5pm: Tried to hail a cab but
remembered ab lasl minute that
only 10 per cent of Sydmey’s cabs
have baby capsules and only 50pc
of Sydney's eabs were on the road
al any Onetime, meaning likedi-

July 16, 2000

rr bl -"-""-".t-'

hood of baby capsule cab stopping
on & Friday afiemocn equalled
likelihood of Michael Knight
resigning before the Clympics

Ipm: Siroke of gening
removed baby, bottles, comforter
and cardie from stroller, folded
straller, hailed bos and carmied col-
lapsed strofler on to bus. Why was
there no applonse?

A.01pm: Remembered baby,
batiles, comlorer and cardie on
pavement. Knew why ther: was no
applause.

Jl0pm: Amived at train sta-
tiom, performed balancing act with
baby, collapsed straller, bottles,
comforter and cardie and alighted
Tromm bus inko gutter. Packed Baby
and Co into strobler and headed foe
stairs, Realised too late | had cho-
sen ome-of the 28T of MK city tmin
stafions not wheelchair or pram-

.

accessible, Made menial note 10
remember the 19 statons 1 shouald
hrve taken

3. 25pm: Smiled sweetly ot man
in business suit who offered o lift
sroller dowm the stairs. Had mild
pansc attack as nsan mobusimess
sait {ie, complete seeamgee) Hived-
strolber with baby and made for
ticket office. Tried to think of
excuse o give | mid - about
whiy [ let a man in a basiness suil
run ofl with ber baby when same
man deposited child ar tcket
office, waited patiently for me,
winked and ran for his train.

3. 40pm; Calied for the station-
master when | wcdlmd bﬂtll'\_.' amd
stroller in the automatic ticket
Eales.

Looked for 1ift to swtdon: plai-
form, Spovted iwe-ticred staircase
el slzried smhhring Tried wo wheel




baby and pram gently w platform
without scraping my high hecls
Man grabbed bottom of pram amd
began a tag of war. Wondened why
-0 Wiks stopping him from tak-
ing my baby. Renlised bhe was
offering belp and let go of my end
of pram, baby fell forwand, seat
belt prevemted Calling further, man
stumbled, regained balance and
mustiered a5 he carried stroller
down stirs. Checked heels for
scrapes and followed tug-of-war
man to platfonm.

1.42pm: Train amived. Entered
camriage with baby and stroller,
having conguered the art of lifting
front wheels into train first. Sat
among  other  baby-carrving
women at end of cabin and suf-
fered mild attack of “pram envy™,
Looked at that Black Walch tartan
dream Bribon {ihe Range Rover of
prams) with its swivel wheels,
reversible hindles, low back posi-
i, bootse cover, removable and
washable liners and one-hand fold
actbon and it's aluminiom, only
7 Ekg im fotal, 1 felt enormows
Compared Bribon with my stroller
and started w feel inadequare.
Hated baby Bribon ond baby
Bribon's mummy in her matching
tarian pants. Spent rest of tip jug-
gling finances in bead in bope of

unpleasant things

miost daunting was tackling st

geming a Bribon then remembersd
baby was pot mine and maust be
returned at end of day.

3.56pm: Arrived at Town Hall
station. Headed for nearest escola-
tor and safely nmived at top of sta-
1om in one piece. Treed 1o spol 5ia-
toarmaster o prevent further tarm-
atile disaster. waited patienily by
swinging door to outside world
antll stationmaster amved, ook
ticket and released me mio the
highway of hell known as the
Town Hall-QVE underpass,

3.5Tpm: Tried o remember
“pram robes™ crammed in foont of
ER last night. Never give way 1o
oncoming pedestrian traffic, ankle-
gate those in front, show o mercy
for pramless people and go for it.
Wished for & Mclaren (betler than
Bribon) super road buggy pram
with full wheels for maximum sus-
pension, lamented my stroller
again. Made nole o explore pram
envy i next therapy session.

dpm: Headed for Ds fior & spot
of retail therapy and the lingerie
sale. Lifted strofler up sleps mto
stare. Took lift 1o third floor. Tried
on La Perla push-up in aubergine
in cramped chamge room with
baboy and sroller, baby stamed cry-
img {1 suspeceed at the sight of my
brensts), entertained baby with La

‘prambulations’

Perla on one breast, past its wse-
by=date-Berlei on other. Gave up,
purchased La Perla in bope it fits
and return in & month's time when
it doesn’t. Took still-screaming
baby into parents” room on lingerie
Moo and waited patiently for one
of thees chamge rooms. Meantins,
baby siopoed crving so returned 1o
store and headed for toy floor
where baby cried al sight of one
large Banama In Pyjamas.

Headed back to change room on
third floor and wondered why no
change mom on oy and baby
clothes floor. Gave wp change
ropm when noticed gueue, and
stuck silencing botle in baby's
mouth (and hip flask in mine).
Headed for p'h:lrnw:,.' s renewied
contraceplive pill prescription,

d.Mpm: Checked ot Grace
Bros perfume coanter on the way
to counterct body odour broaght
on by stressful La Perla experi-
ence. Realised smell was coming
from baby and vook 1t oo 1oy stone
and parents’ room. Said thres Hail
Marys as entersd sublime comfort
of Grace Bros “parents” room™
(felt like a frowd) which resembled
a small hotel suite complese with
staimdess steel sink, swrgical taps,
micrewave oven and private feed-
ing roomes
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FIVE THINGS | WISH
I'D KNOWN BEFORE

1. Mways have & stralegy before
embarking on trips to the: city with
your baby and pram. Map out your
route, mark parent rooms an map
and stay within a 200m radus,
start & gym program e work on
the biceps you'll need to carry the
pram up all the station stairs,
design a lunch boor menu (forgat
your fawvourile cafe; there's no
roscer $07 @ vaiter &nd your pram).

2. Siranger danger does nod
count whan a nica men offer %o
help yiu take stroller down stairs.
Muost people will olfer assistance
when faced with 3 ¢rying mogher
wrestling ber pram or stroller
dowem o Up M stairs.

3. Baby change rooms are nat all
creztad equal. it seams property-
obsgssed Sydméy has crossed
ey vt the parent rooms of this
city. Any discemning  mother
woulkdn't be seen dead in 2 parant
room withoul ceiling murals to
kisen by arnuesed while chang-
ing, black leather nursing icunges:
[Cheatzwood Chase), frea nappies,
baby wipes, microwave owens
and T¥s. Next they'd be demand-
inga harbour view,

4. A prams are not cragted equal,
if you're going 1o iake & pram or
strodar into the city, make sure its
thee righ e for wowr needs. One-
sep-coltapsing is ideal alhough
you might want to practise at
home. | never quite conquenad the
art of the one-siep.

5. Wheelchair-iriendly means
pram-friendly.  a person in 2
wheelchair can get there, 50 can
you. Sydméy buses hawe signs
5aying trey ane wheelchair- friend-
Iy. These are great if you don't
want 10 collapss your pram, but be
winrnind: doe't bather in pesi hour.

4.25pm: Changed nappy, mar-
velled &t baby’s ability 1o devour
milk botle while simultansousky
performing acrobatic bouts of
diarrhoes. Deposited child in
thoughtfully provided compli-
mentary playpen, looked for room
service mene, could not find it
amnd poared hip flask inlo spare
baby bottle, warmed up in
microwave oven, sat back in
leather ==at and relaxed,

4.35pm: Woke up afler dream-
ing of pram-friendly parking,
nappy dispensers, free baby wipes
and free stroller hire, Moticed time.
Peak bouwr. Grabbed baby and
made for the station,

d.40pm: Called baby's mother
(m lomger girlfriend) on mobile
o told her to meet me at Bondi
Junction station with her car
Phone  dropped out as  train
approached. Board tain.

4.53pm: MNegotisted escalators
and stairs af Bondi Junction, which
was 1o advanced stste of mayhem
due v rebailding. holding baby in
strodler, high above my head.

4.5%pm: Deposited baby with
mher and headed for nearest
stileno-friendly bar 1w wash away
memory of the day. Noteed
rmollerblader heading for station
and showted “good luck!™ |
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Toys ‘R’ You

Be warned, these are
the toys your children
will want under the
Christmas tree, writes
JOHANMA LEGGATT.

Thie Tweenies, & group af
preschoolers, communicate
through song, dance and
rhyme. Fofiowing sheir recent
debut on TV here, Tweenies
mirchandiss is tipped 1o 1ake
of, A% well as plush loys
[529.%5) there are alsa
Twaenies bath friencs with
Swim rings and am floats for
$19.95. In stores next month

T = .

B

Agtion Man Security Defence
hes @ bui-in electnanic
intnuder sengor which triggers
hesd movement and speech
when anyone fries fo pass
him, This aliows children 1o
manior who enters their
bedroom when they are nof
these. They cost $55 and wil
he released in Sepbember.

a S
M, :

Poa-chi the robotic dog &=
periact for young childnen
weanting a pet. The pup
feahres animated head, aars
leqgs and mouth and can stand,
sitar dance: on iploe. It can
sense & chikl's touch and its
bicrtwthmic technology allows
ther child 1o imeract with the
rabol. 1 costs S59.95 and will
be: refegesed this month,

S i

The JO Razor,
i already well known, is
LR a micro-scoober with
. finy wheels designed
£ far young teenagers
{". ar woekers for
1 ! chiap trans-
1 ¥ ' portation, The
‘%;x-. Razor is collapsible
and easy fo carmy,
and includes sus-
W pension. They
{ range in price
from $139 to
v 5798 and are
availabie
L. DOW,
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baby and pram gently w platform
without scraping my high hecls
Man grabbed bottom of pram amd
bepgan & tag of war, Wonderned why
-0 Wis stopping him from tak-
ing my baby. Renlised he was
offering belp and let go of my encd
of pram, baby fell forwand, seat
belt prevemted Falling further, man
stumbled, regained balance and
muiztiered a5 he corried stroller
down stirs. Checked heels for
scrapes and followed tug-of-war
man to platfonm.

3.42pm: Train amived. Entered
camriage with baby and sroller,
having conguered the art of lifling
front wheels into tain firs. Sat
among  other  baby-carrving
women at end of cabin and suf-
fered mild nttack of “pram envy™,
Looked at that Black Walch tartan
dream Bribon {ihe Range Rover of
prams) with its swivel wheels,
reversible hundles, low back posi-
i, bootse cover, removable and
washable liners and one-hand fold
action and it's aluminiom, only
'-'__"hk@ in dotal, 1 felt enormows
Compared Bribon with my stroller
and started 1w feel inadequare.
Hated baby Bribonm ond baby
Bribon's mummy in her matching
tarien pante. Spent rest of tp jug-
gling finances in bead in bope of

n her ‘pramb

lirvg &k

most daunting was

geming & Bribon then remembersd
baby was pot mine and maust be
returned at end of day.

3.56pm: Arrived at Town Hall
station. Headed for nearest escola-
tor 2nd sofely nmived at top of sta-
Bom in one piece. Treed o spot 5ia-
twonrmaster o prevent further tarm-
atile disaster. waited patienily by
swinging door to outside world
antil stationmaster amved, ook
ticket and released me mio the
highway of hell known as the
Town Hall-QVE underpass,

3.5Tpm: Tried to remember
“pram robes™ crammed in from of
ER last night. Mever give way to
oncoming pedestrian traffic, ankle-
gaie those in front, show o mercy
for pramless people and go for it.
Wished for & McLaren (better than
Bribon) super road buggy pram
with full wheels for maximum sus-
pension, lamentsd my stroller
again. Made nole o explore pram
envy in next therapy session.

dpm: Headed for Ds for & spot
of retail therapy and the lingerie
sale. Lifted stroller up sleps into
stare. Took lift 1o third floor. Tried
on La Perla push-up in aubergine
in cramped chamge room with
baby and stroller, baby started cry-
img {1 suspeceed at the sight of my
breasiz), entertaiped baby with La

Perla on one breast, past its wse-
by=-date-Berlei on other. Gave up,
purchased La Perla in bope it fits
and return in & month's time when
it doesn’t. Took still-screaming
baby into parents” room on lingerie
Moo and walted patiently for ane
of thees chamge rooms. Meantins,
baby stopoed crving so returned 1o
store and headed for toy floor
where baby cried al sight of one
large Banama In Pyjamas.

Headed back to change room on
third floor and wondered why no
change mom on oy and baby
clothes floor. Gave up change
ropm when noticed gueoe, and
stuck silencing boule in baby's
mouth (and hip flask in mime).
Headed for pharmacy and renewed
contraceplive pill prescription,

A pm: Checked ot Grace
Bros perfume connter on the way
o counterct body odour broaght
on by stressful La Perla experi-
ence. Realised smell was coming
from baby and vook it v 1oy storne
and parents’ room. Said three Hail
Marys as entered sublime comfort
of Grace Bros “parents” room™
(felt like a frawd) which resembled
a small hote] swite complese with
staimless steel sink, swrgical taps,
micrewave oven and private feed-
II'I[.‘, [aleliiis
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FIVE THINGS | WISH
I'D KNOWN BEFORE

1. Mways have & stralegy beloe
embarking on trips to the city with
your baby and pram. Map ot your
route, mark parent rooms an map
and sty within a 200m radius,
start & gym program b work on
the biceps you'll need to carry the
pram up all the station stairs,
design a lunch boor menu (forgat
your faourile cafe; there's no
rocen 407 @ veaiber &l your pram).

2. Siranger danger does nod
count whan a nica men offer fo
help yiu take stroller down Stairs.
Muost people will offer assistance
when faged with a8 ¢rying mogher
wrestling ber pram or stroller
dowm O Up the: Stairs.

3. Baby change rooms are nat all
creatad equal. it seams property-
obsgssed Sydméy has crossed
oo it the: parent rooms of this
cify. Amy  discermning  mother
wouldn't be seen dead in @ parant
room wilhoul ceiling murals to
kieep baby amused while chang-
Ingg, hilack leather nising ounges
[Chatzwood Chase), fres nappies,
baby wipes, microwave owens
and Tws. Next they™ be demand-
inga harDour view,

4. Al peams are nat craated equal,
if you're going 1o iake 2 pram or
strodar into the city, make sure its
the righil ot for yowr nieeds. One-
siep-coliapsing is ideal alhough
you might want to practise at
home. | never quite conquened the
art of the one-siep.

5. Wheelchair-friendly means
pram-friendly.  a person in a
wheelchair can get there, 50 can
you. Sydméy buses have signs
Saying trey ane wheelchair-friend-
Iy. These are gread if you don't
want 0 collapss your pram, but be
warnid: doe’t bother in pesi hour.

4.25pm: Changed nappy, mar-
velled at baby’s ability 1o devour
milk bottle while simultansousky
performing acrobatic bouts of
diarrhoes. Deposited child in
thoughtfully provided compli-
mentary playpen, looked for room
service mene, could not find it
and poared hip flask inwo spare
baby bottle, warmed up in
microwave oven, sat back in
leather s=at and relaxed,

4.35pm: Woke up afler dream-
ing of pram-friendly parking,
nappy dispensers, free baby wipes
and free stroller hire, Noticed time.
Peak bour. Grabbed baby and
male for the station,

d.40pm: Called baby's mother
(o lomger girlfriend) on mobile
o told her 1o meet me at Bondi
Junctiom station with her car
Phone  dropped oul as  train
approached. Bosard tain.

4.53pm: MNegotisied escalators
angl stairs at Bondi Junction, which
was 1 advanced state of mayhem
due vo rebuilding. holding baby in
stroller, high above my head.

4.5%pm: Deposited baby with
mdher and headed for nearest
stileno-friendly bar 1o wash away

memory of the day. Notleed
rmoflerblader heading for station
and showted “good luck!™ |
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Toys ‘R’ You

Be wamed, these are
the toys your children
will want under the
Christmas tree, writes
JOHANNA LEGGATT.

Thie Tweenies, 2 group aof
preschoolers, communicate
through song, dance and
rhyme. Fofiowing their recent
dbut on TV here, Tweenies
mirchandiss is ipped 1o ke
of, A% well as plush loys
[529.%5) there are alsa
Twaenies bath friencds with
Swim rings and am floats for
$19.95. In storez next month
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Agtion Man Security Defence
haag @ buill-in eleciranic
inkruder sensoe which Iriggers
hesxd movement and speech
wihen anyone fries io pass
him, This aliows children io
MOnor wh esters their
becroom when they are ot
these. They cost $55 and wil
be released in Sepbember.

Poa-chi the robotic dog &=
pertect for young children
weanting a pet. The pup
fealures animated head, aars
leizs and mouth and can stand,
sitar dance on iplos. It can
senge & chilkd's touch and its
biortwthmic technology allows
ther child 1o imeract with the
robol. i costs S59.95 and will
be: refegesad this month,

The JD Razor,
B already well known, is
LR A micro-scooter with
, tiny whegls designed
far young teenagers
ﬁi. or workers for
g {  cheap trans-
4 o, 3 portalion. The
ﬁh Razor is collapsible
and easy o camy,
W\ and includes sus-
i pension. They
Famge in Dl'i[t&
from $130 10
"3 5795 and are
aviilabie
now.
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