Off the beaten pist
- hot for beginner:

Steven Lee knows how to ski. He should: he represented Australia
in the Winter Olympics in 1984, 88 and 92,and won'the World Cup
Super-G fitle in Furano, Japan, in 85. Steven grew up in the Victorian

alpine resort of Falls Creek and now guides small groups of skiers
and snowboarders into the back country of Mt McKay. Hop on the
<nowmobile trailer or ride pillion with Steven and hit the untracked
snow — no showoffy 4.year-olds to dodge here. Ski down, get picked
up again and repeat. No lift queues, no groomed runs, just Mother
Nature, Steven and you. Could it get any better? $129 per person

for a half-day session. www.fallscreek.com.au
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WELL
TRAVELLED

ray are quintessential Kiwi farmers
time, they convert their
ation. Picture

Donald and Barbara B
with a difference. Come winter
2000-hectare farm into a cat-skiing oper:
achine (with giant caterpillar chains)
skiers and boarders to sit in to
drives, a professional

a snowgrooming m
with a cabin on the back for

ride out to the good slopes. Donald
guide takes you on the runs and Barbara makes soup, gourmet

rolls and the best chocolate-chip cookies for lunch:Charter
only, $4845 for 10 people. www.alpurepeaks.co.nz

e ski field, Charlotte Pass, is the highest ski village
in the country. Accessed by over-snow transport from Perisher,
Charlotte Pass is pedestrian-only with just a handful of lodges
; (the social hub is the Kosciuszko Chalet Hotel). Try your hand
b . at skiing the back country with guides who can take you
off-piste and into the wilderness. Tours are graded
from a half-day introduction to a full day of skiing
the ruggedly scenic Main Range. The diehards
can choose a Ski The Steeps tour:
You must be a confident
skier with a good level of - ’ ?
fitness. Tours from $129. : B Sl cniow Senc s celiND
www.charlottepass.com.au ‘ - to Thredbo this winter. Clink
. - : crystal filled with the bubbly
stuff from July 22-25.There will
be champagne picnics hosted by
the Denman Hotel, degustation
dinners and apres ski at the
Thredbo Alpine Hotel,

Australia’s boutiqu

Aspen’s famous Clicquot

and celebrity races.
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